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en dar ve akénteéelé késménda inka edi

tamamhnan hisarén ¢- be¢gyeéek kul esi, d¢n
Rumel i hi saré' nén adéa FRetdiildev alNfeikywdal 4

Hi sar ; Kemal pakazade, AKkékpakazade v

ol arak ge-mekteeint ijDani sajl amak i -1

> 1 Fati h, Kstanbul 'u al mayé |l da&rl &@m a B &yo«
yaptérdéejé Anadolu Hisarénéen karkéna Rumel. Hi sar e
yapmak i-in toprak ister. Kmparator dalga ge-erces
kadar toprakv e r ceJ i ni syl er. Bunun ¢zerine | 1. Me h met , h
yapt érer . Rumel i Hi sarénén yapélacajé alané bu iple
arzi si dejil zbier céamanaderdiegii,sing i -ine alacak kada
dana derisinden yaptérdejé ipi gesterir ve K°yle di

Kmparator da yanéndaléeinl grap&ené-nar e ziinn sregamrlwe .hi sar

Hi sar én 15 Misardl452 elrea bak|l anméxkt éer . Kk Db°l ¢m¢ vy depedirmirer ak
veril mi k, deni z taraféna d¢gken b°1l ¢ m¢n i NKaaséneé
bakél deéejénda saj t SaatitakiPakaltanian Zgak pa mé nkPaaygadreekiia
yapémdHmd i dreePRakwaet et mi Kt i r . Bural ardaki kul el er3lde

AJj uslts2sde t amaml anméxkt ér .

Hi sarén yapémda KzuhvilkKagééadaenikeedankE :
t akl ar Anadold kniurne-dej i ki k yerl eri nd|_.
t ak) -evrBzmskapdlaarandan temin [

Ayverdi'ye g°re hisareén yapEéOn(En' ak
200 arabace, kayék-e, nakliyeci [S -al o
al ane kapsayan eserin ektarregki¢érp thearc 700

Rumel i hi saré' nén Saruca Pakxka, \ B ] an
b¢eyek ve K¢g-¢k Zajanos Paka il e I I uf ak!
Zemin katlareée ile birlikte Saruca Paka viee dHdar .i | S &ral
Kulesi'"nin -apé 23,30 metre, duvar kaleéenléjée 7 met
metr e, duvar kalenléeje 5,70 metre, yekseklI i i se
6, 5 metre ve y¢iksekIiji de 22 metredir.

Rumel i 1Bi09amB&,y¢k Ksthphbyk Depaemighde¢ Kk ancyaekl émednae n-
yangénda ahkap keésmeée Ih&elim@d78®ll8ndu7k)t udr®. n eHmisnadre toenkarraérl m
°rten ahkap k¢l ahlar yelkeéed e c d968ykaal kéerudia- ic uehl-u@ I adBaidk ya
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ger ekl -al éekxmal aré baxkl at méck, kale i-indeki ahkap
Rumel i Hi saré& bug¢n m¢gze ve a-eék hava tiyatrosu ol a
bulunmamala d € r . Topl afa,l ige¢kdpedtetréejwee s°yl enen zincirin b

sergilenmektedir.

Rumel i Hi saré ayréeca KstanbuH€runyeélagrmyyaz id>rasminred
mekan ol arak da bilinir. Ayréca -ok sayéda bal ék re

Rumel i hisaré is situated at t he
Bosporusstrait, just opposite of th& n a d o | anhtheAnatalignside,
another Ottoman fortress whiovas built between 1393 and 1394 by
SultanBayezid | The place was chosen to prevent aid fromBleek
Seareachng Constantinopleluring theTurkish siege of the citin 1453,
particularly fran theGenoese&olonies such a€affa Sinopand Amasra

In a previous Ottoman attempt to conquer the city, Sulamad ||
(14041451) encountered difficulties due to ladkade of the Bosporous
by the Byzantine fleet. The necessity of a fortress opposite of

Anadol uhi saré was thus well known
was aRomanfortification in the past, which was used as a prison by the
mebtercRicaes Byzantine andsenoeselater on, anonasterywas built here.

In preparation for theonquest of Constantinopl8ultan Mehmed 1l (1432481), son of Murad Il, started to realize
the construction of the fortress immediately following his second ascent to the throne in 1451. He refused the plea
peace of the Byzantine Emper@onstantine XI(14041453), who understood the intention of the Sultan. The
construction began on 15 April 1452. Each one of the three main taxgezsnamed after thieashasvho supervised

their construction, which were later named after them. The Sultan personally inspected the activities on the site. W
the help of thousands of masarsd workers, the fortress was completed in a record time of 4 months and 16 days o
31 August 1452.

T h e R u mdartifichtionshasro®e small tower, three main towers, dnideen smallwatchtowersplaced on the
walls connecting the main towers. One watchtower is in the form of a quagghiatic six watchtowers are shaped as
prisms with multiple corners and six others are cylindrical. The main tower in the north, the Saruca Pasha Tower, i
cylindrical form with its 9 stories and height of 88(92ft), has a diameterf@3.30m (76.4ft) and its walls are T

(231t) thick. Today, this tower is called th&atih (Conqueror) Toweafter Sultan Mehmed Il. Halil Pasha Tower, a
dodecagomrism, which stanslat the waterfront in the middle of the fortress, has also 9 stories. Ims(Zth) high

with a 23.30m (76.4ft) diameter and the walls are 6.60(21.3ft) thick. The 9 4
main tower in the sout h, the Zaj ¢
cylindrical tower is 2Im (69ft) high, has a 26.7Mh (87.6ft) diameter with [
5.70m (18.7ft) thick walls. The space within each tower was divided up
wooden floors, each equipped with a furnace. Conical wooden roofs covered
lead crowned the towers. Tatercurtain wallsof the fortress are from north t
south 250m (820ft) long and from east to west varying between 50 andni2
(164 and 4101) long. Its total area is 31,2567 (336,372sqft).

The fortress had three main gates next to the main towers, one side gate and two secret gates for the arsenal anc
cellars next to the southern tower. There were wooden houses for the soldiersnaaitinfFosque endowed by the
Sultan at the time of construction. Only thenaretshaft remains of the original mosque, whitee smallmasjid
added in the mid 6th century has not survived. Water was supplied to the fortress from aitiggaundeneath the
mosque and distributed through three viailntains, of which only one has remained. Two inscriptive plaques are
found attached on the walls.

The fortress, designed by architect M¢ s | i hi ldedStrait, W
Cutter", referring to th8osporus StraitThe name carries a secondary and more macabre meaning; psetzonly
meansstrait but also "throat" in Turkish.
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It was laterrenamie as Rumel i hi sar é, which means "Fortress on
theBalkan peninsula

A battalion of 40Q)Janissariesvere stationed in the fortress, and large cannons were placed in the Halil Pasha Towe
the main tower on the waterfront. \enetianship coming from the Black Sea which ignored the order to halt by the
commander of the fortress, Firuz Aj a, was bombar de
warning to any who might attempt the same. These cannons wereskdeunntil the second half of the 19th century to
greet the sultan when he passed by sea.

After the fall of Constantinople, the fortress ser:
control the passage of ships through the ses@ntually lost its
strategic importance when a second pair of fortresses was built
further up the Bosphorus, where the strait meets the Black Sea.
In the 17th century, it was used as a prison, primarily for foreign
prisoners of war Rumel i hi saré was p a
earthquake in 1509, but was repaired soon after. In 1746, a fire
destroyed all the wooden parts in two of the main towers. The
fortress was repaired by [fan Selim 1l (1761:1807). However,

a new residential neighborhood was formed inside the fortress
after it was abandoned in the 19th century.

In 1953, on the orders of Presidéelal Bayay the inhabitants were relocated and extensive restoration work began
on 16 May 1955, which | asted until 29 May 195 Si
theater for various concerts at festivals during the summer months.

TheFatih Sultan Mehmet Bridgehich spans the Bosporus is located close to the $sttte the north.
Rumel i hisaré is open to public every day except Wed

The fortress was depicted on various Turkish banknotes during1B&E0

Kilyos, Sariyer

Rumeli Hisari

1 Sarica Pasa Kulesi
2 Barbican

3 Halil Pasa Kulesi

4 Zaganos Pasa Kulesi
5 Mosque

6 Cistern

7 Minaret

The fortress of Rumeli Hisar1 was
built by Mehmet the Conqueror in
1451-52. Situated on the European
shore of the Bosphorus at its nar-
rowest point, it was designed, along
with the Fortress of Anadolu Hisarion
the Asiatic side, to control the straits.
After the capture of Constantinople
by the Turks both fortresses lost their
raison d‘étre.

It was probably at this point that the
Persian King Darius |, in512B.C., built
a bridge of boats over the Bosphorus
~ an early predecessor of the modern
suspension bridge which now spans
the Bosphorus farther to the south. It
is planned to build a second bridge
over the Bosphorus at Rumeli Hisari.

50 m
55 yd

istanbul
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