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Galata Kulesi, istanbul'un Galata semtinde bulunan eski bir kuledir. Kuleden bogaz,
Halig ve sehrin miikemmel panaromast 1zlenebilmektedir.
Koordinatlar: 41°1'32"N, 28°5827"E

Tarihi

Galata Kulesi diinyanin en eski kulelerinden biri olup, Bizans imparatoru Anastasius
tarafindan 507 yilinda Fener Kulesi olarak insa ettirilmistir. Daha sonra 1348 yilinda
Isa Kulesi adiyla y1gma taslar kullanilarak Cenevizliler tarafindan Galata surlarma ek
olarak yapilmustir. 1402 yilinda 4. Hagli seferinde genis ¢apta tahrip edilen Kule
1445-1446 yillar1 arasinda yiikseltilmistir. Osmanli hiikiimdar1 Il. Murat ile yakin
iligkiler kuran Cenevizliler padisahin yardimiyla kulenin yanina ikinci bir kule insa
ettiler ve kuleye de II. Murat'in adini verdiler.

Kule Tiirklerin eline gectikten sonra hemen her yiizyilda tamir ettirilmistir. 16. yiizyilda Kasimpasa tersanelerinde
calistirilan Hiristiyan harb esirlerinin barinagi olarak kullanilmigtir. Sultan Ill. Murat'in miisadesiyle burada miineccim
Takiyiddin tarafindan bir rasathane kurulmustu. Bu rasathane 1579'da kapatilmistir. 17. ylizyilin ilk yarisinda IV.
Murat doneminde Hezarfen Ahmet Celebi tahtadan yaptirdigi kartal kanatlarimi iki tarafina takarak Okmeydani'nda
riizgarlar1 kollayip ucus talimleri yaptiktan sonra 1638 yilinda Galata Kulesi'nden Uskiidar'da Dogancilar'a ugmustur.
Bu ucus Avrupa'da ilgi ile karsilanmus, Ingiltere'de bu ugusu gosterir graviirler yapilmistir. 1717'den itibaren kule
yangin gozleme kulesi olarak kullanilmigtir. Yangin, ahalinin duyabilmesi i¢in biiyiik bir davul calinarak haber
verilirdi. I11. Selim doneminde ¢ikan bir yanginda kulenin biiyiik boliimii yandi. Onarilan kule 1831 yilinda baska bir
yanginda yine hasar gordii ve tekrardan onarim gordii. 1875 yilinda bir firtinada kiilah1 devrildi. 1965'te baslanip
1967'de bitirilen onarimla kulenin bugiinkii goriiniimii saglandi.

Kulenin ozellikleri

Yerden, catisinin ucuna kadar olan yiiksekligi 69,90 metredir.
Yapilan statik hesaplamalara gore kulenin agirligi yaklasik 10.000
tondur. Duvar kalinligr 3,75 m,i¢ capt 8,95 m, dis cap1 da 16,45
metredir. Derinliginde bulunan ¢ukurlarin altindaki kanalda birgok
kafatasi1 ve kemik bulunmustur. Orta boslugun bodrumu zindan
olarak kullanilmistir. Kulenin kalin gdvdesi islenmemis moloz
tasindandir.

Kulenin tarihinde bazi intihar olaylar1 kayitlara ge¢mistir. 1876
tarihinde, bir Avusturyali, nobetcilerin dalginhigindan faydalanip
kendini kuleden asagi atmustir. 6 Haziran 1973 giinii ise inli sair
Umit Yasar Oguzcan'in 15 yasindaki oglu Vedat kuleden atlayarak
intihar etmistir. Umit Yasar bunun iizerine Galata Kulesi adli siiri
yazmigtir
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The Galata Tower (Galata Kulesi in Turkish) — called Christea Turris (the Tower of
Christ in Latin) by the Genoese — is a medieval stone tower in the Galata district of
Istanbul, Turkey, just to the north of the Golden Horn. One of the city's most striking
landmarks, it is a high, cone-capped cylinder that dominates the skyline and affords a
panoramic vista of Old Istanbul and its environs.

Albumen print of the Galata Tower, taken by J. Pascal Sébah, some time between 1875-
1895. Here the tower has the cupola that was built after the storm of 1875. The present-day
conical top is a reconstruction of a previous one, and was built during restoration works
between 1965 and 1967.

The nine-story tower is 66.90 meters tall (62.59 m without the ornament on top, 51.65 m at
the observation deck), and was the city's tallest structure when it was built. The elevation at ground level is 35 meters
above sea-level. The tower has an external diameter of 16.45 meters at the base, an 8.95 meters diameter inside, and
walls that are 3.75 meters thick.

There is a restaurant and café on its upper floors which commands a magnificent view of Istanbul and the Bosphorus.
Also located on the upper floors is a nightclub which hosts a Turkish show. There are two operating elevators that
carry visitors from the lower level to the upper levels.

History

The tower was built as Christea Turris in 1348 during an
expansion of the Genoese colony in Constantinople. It was the
apex of the fortifications surrounding the Genoese citadel of
Galata. The current tower should not be confused with the old
Tower of Galata, an original Byzantine tower, named Megalos
Pyrgos, which controlled the northern end of the massive sea
chain that closed the entrance to the Golden Horn. That tower
was on a different site and was largely destroyed during the
Fourth Crusade in 1204.

The upper section of the tower with the conical cap was
slightly modified in several restorations during the Ottoman period when it was used as an observation tower for
spotting fires.

According to the Seyahatname of Ottoman historian and traveller Evliya Celebi, in circa 1630-1632, Hezarfen Ahmet
Celebi flew as an early aviator using artificial wings for gliding from this tower over the Bosporus to the slopes of
Uskiidar on the Anatolian side, nearly six kilometres away.™ Evliya Celebi also tells of Hezarfen's brother, Lagari

Hasan Celebi, performing the first fI‘ight with a rocket in a conical cage filled with gunpowder in 1633.

Starting from 1717 the Ottomans began to use the tower for spotting fires in the city. In 1794, during the reign of
Sultan Selim 111, the roof of the tower made of lead and wood and the stairs were severely damaged by a fire. Another
fire damaged the building in 1831, upon which a new restoration work took place. In 1875, during a storm, the conic
roof on the top of the building was destroyed. The tower remained without this conic roof for the rest of the Ottoman
period.
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Many years later, in 1965-1967, during the Turkish Republic, the original conical cap was restored. During this final
restoration in the 1960s, the wooden interior of the tower was replaced by a concrete structure and it was
commercialized and opened to the public.

Panoramic view of the Golden Horn in Istanbul, as seen from the Galata Tower. The Galata Bridge can be seen in the
center of the picture. The Seraglio Point (Sarayburnu) where the Topkap1 Palace is located is seen at the left tip of the
historic peninsula; followed by (left to right) the Hagia Sophia, the Sultan Ahmed (Blue) Mosque, the Yeni (New)
Mosque near the Galata Bridge, the Beyazit Tower rising high in the background, and the Siileymaniye (Suleiman the
Magnificent) Mosque at far right, among others. The Sea of Marmara and the Princes' Islands are seen in the
background, on the horizon. At the extreme left of the picture, the district of Kadikdy (ancient Chalcedon) on the
Asian side of the city can be seen. Behind the Galata Bridge, towards the horizon, the Column of Constantine (which
was surrounded by iron bars for restoration at the time of this photo) rises.
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